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In this edition: 
 -Boone leads team in receptions for 3rd straight game as Blaze top the Rampage 

-Blaze stampede the Rampage 63-56 
-AirBoone TD streak ends at 13 games 
-Boone moves back to #1 in receptions, #5 in yards 
-David “Sumoflam” Kravetz goes through Hell to see game 

 



 
Aaron Boone discusses a play 

 

AirBoone has 9 catches in Blaze win at Grand Rapids 
 

The Utah Blaze flexed their muscles again in the first quarter of the game 
against the Grand Rapids Rampage and ended up pulling away with their 
fourth win in five games.  At one point in the 2nd quarter they had a 28 point 
lead and left at halftime with a 21 point lead.  The Rampage fought back but 
never caught up as the Blaze won 63-56.  The win opens up the possibility for 
them to be in the playoffs.  A win next week at home against Los Angeles on 
national TV could be the playoff clincher for them. 
 

 
AirBoone takes off against the Rampage 



 
For the game, Aaron Boone had 9 catches for 97 yards to lead the Blaze in 
receptions for the third straight week.  However, his touchdown streak 
ended at 13 games, but he was happier to have a win.  (Speaking of streaks, 
this was the first Boone-played game that David Kravetz has attended since 
Boone’s college days that Boone’s team has won.  Sumoflam is also glad that 
streak is over!)  J.J. McKelvey had another good game as well with two TDs 
and 146 yards in receiving. Huey Whittaker also had 2 TDs.  Rodney Filer 
had 7 runs and scored 2 TDs as well in the game. 
 

 
Boone escapes tackles against Grand Rapids 

(photo by Getty Images) 
 

AirBoone back in 1st in receptions, moves up in yardage 
 
Aaron Boone became the only receiver in the league with over 120 receptions 
and now has sole possession of 1st place with 123 catches.  Huey Whittaker 
has 117 for second.  AirBoone has also moved up to 5th in total yards.  (See 
the article below for more on the “Big Three” receivers.)  Also, with this 
game Boone has surpassed 2500 yards for his AFL career. 
 



 
Aaron Boone catches a breather in Grand Rapids 

 
“Big Three” continue to shine 

 
Whittaker, Boone and McKelvey (the “Big Three”) warm up before game 

   

 
Arena football 

Blaze: Trio shine in down season 

Three Blaze receivers are having career years in stats despite team's poor record 

By Jay Drew  
The Salt Lake Tribune 
Salt Lake Tribune 

Article Last Updated:05/29/2008 01:23:17 AM MDT 

 



As far as nicknames go, the trio of Utah Blaze receivers seemingly could come up with 
something better than the "Big Three."  
    But that fits, especially because Huey Whittaker is 6-foot-5 and J.J. McKelvey and Aaron 
Boone are 6-3, extremely tall for receivers by Arena Football League standards.  
    "When we get ready to go on the field, we say 'Big Three.' That's about it," McKelvey said.  
    Together, they make up by far the most prolific group of receivers in the league, as any quick 
glance at the league receiving leaders list will show.  
    All three are having career seasons, with at least 100 receptions and more than 1,100 receiving 
yards apiece with three regular-season games remaining.  
    "To be honest, I have never seen anything like it before," said McKelvey, who credited the 
Blaze's offensive line, quarterback Joe Germaine and even the defense for the threesome's 
success. "I have never even heard of it before. It's pretty remarkable. To see those numbers that 
the three of us are putting up, I am amazed that we are, what, 3-10."  
    Therein lies the mystery.  
    How can a team with three receivers who rank among the top eight in the league in receiving 
yards have just three wins this far into the season?  
    "It is pretty strange," Blaze coach Danny White said. "When you see a receiver have a great, 
great year, they are usually on a losing team. We haven't had the luxury of running the ball at the 
end of games because we haven't been far ahead. As a result, our receivers are getting a lot of 
catches. So I guess in a way it is a sign of a team that has struggled."  
    Still, White says he's never seen it before in his 16 years in the AFL - or as a member of the 
NFL's Dallas Cowboys, for that matter. He has also never seen a season in which two receivers 
on the same team (Boone and Whittaker) were tied for the league lead in receptions with just a 
few games remaining.  
    "The positive for them is that they have absolutely been the bright spot of the season for us," 
White said. "They've carried us."  
    Whittaker, a South Florida product who was picked up midway through the 2007 season, is No. 
3 in the league in receiving yards (1,367), tied for first in receptions (114) and tied for sixth in 
touchdowns (26).  
    The Blaze traded lineman Steve Konopka to the Philadelphia Soul for the rights to McKelvey 
in the offseason. The upbeat Clemson product is ninth in the league in receptions (100), eighth in 
receiving yards (1,166) and third in touchdowns (33).  
    "I had real high expectations for Huey, based on what we say last year," White said. 
"[McKelvey] was an unknown to us. To say the least, we've been pleasant surprised with those 
guys."  
    As for Boone, a local boy from Millard High and Snow College who graduated from 
Kentucky, he is performing like the Blaze believed he would prior to signing him before his 
injury-plagued 2007 season. He is sixth in the league in receiving yards (1,249), tied for 26th in 
touchdowns (19) and tied for first with Whittaker in receptions (114).  
    "It's been weird," Boone said last week. "It doesn't feel like it is an 'up' year for anybody, 
because of our record. But yeah, it is pretty rare that you have three receivers right up there at the 
top."  
    By comparison, only three other teams - Cleveland, Philly and San Jose - have more than one 
1,000-yard receiver - and they have two apiece. Only seven other players in the league have 100 
or more receptions.  
    "Wow. I didn't realize that. That's awesome," said Germaine when he heard the receiving 
numbers that have helped him lead the league in passing yards, completions and touchdown 
passes. "You know what? That's a pretty great testament to what great talents they are. We came 
into the year with some [question marks] at receiver, and those guys have been amazing."  
    The question as the season winds down is whether the Big Three will return for 2009 intact. 



McKelvey is a free agent when the season ends, while Boone's contract expires in 2009 and 
Whittaker's in 2010.  
    drew@sltrib.com  
     
     
    Utah's 'Big Three'  
     
    * Only 10 players in the Arena Football League have 100 or more receptions, and three play 
for the Utah Blaze.  
    * Only 12 players have 1,100 or more receiving yards, and three play for the Blaze.  
    ** Only three teams - Cleveland, Philadelphia and San Jose - have two 1,000-yard receivers. 
The Blaze have three.  
     
     
   **AirBoone Editor’s Note - Following are the official stats as of June 3, 2008 
     
    RECEPTIONS  
    Rank Name Total  
    1 Aaron Boone 123  
    2 Huey Whittaker 117  
    11 J.J. McKelvey 105  
     
    RECEIVING YARDS  
    Rank Name Total  
    2 Whittaker 1,421  
    5 Boone 1,346  
    6 McKelvey 1,312 
     
    TDs  
    Rank Name Total  
    3 McKelvey 35  
    T4 Whittaker 28  
    26 Boone 19 

 
The Blaze play at home against Los Angeles next Monday on National TV 
on ESPN-2, to take on the Rampage at 10 PM Eastern Time.  The game 
will also be broadcast live on The FAN 1320 AM (or at 
www.thefansports.com). This game will once again be a battle for a 
playoff position. 
 
David “Sumoflam” Kravetz goes through Hell to get to game 

 
For those that recall the Cleveland game where I was hit by a semi and my 
car was totaled (but I remained uninjured), it was pretty hellacious.  
However, on this trip I literally went through Hell (Michigan that is) to get 



to the game.  I even sat on what I am now calling the “Blaze Bench” for good 
luck.  (And it worked!).  The night before the game AirBoone and I went to 
dinner at a seafood restaurant along the Grand River.  It was nice to spend 
time with him and talk about family, etc. 

 

  
Sumoflam sitting on the “Blaze Bench” in Hell, MI 

 

 
AirBoone and Sumoflam at Charley’s Crab 

 
Boone-o-Meter Stats for 2008 thru June 1: 
 
After 14 games 
Passes caught: 123 (currently #1 in AFL) (Career Season High) 
-Arizona at Utah 7 
-Utah at Cleveland 10 
-Utah at Orlando 12 
-Columbus at Utah 10 
-Georgia at Utah 14* (AFL Career High) 
-Utah at Philadelphia 6 
-Utah at Los Angeles 8 



-San Jose at Utah 8 
-Utah at New Orleans 5 
-Kansas City at Utah 5 
-Colorado at Utah 6 
-Utah at San Jose 13 
-Chicago at Utah 10 
-Utah at Grand Rapids 9 
 
Total Yards: 1346 (currently #5 in AFL) (Career Season High) 
-Arizona at Utah 50 
-Utah at Cleveland 127 
-Utah at Orlando 117 
-Columbus at Utah 77 
-Georgia at Utah 170* (AFL Career High) 
-Utah at Philadelphia 75 
-Utah at Los Angeles 78 
-San Jose at Utah 55 
-Utah at New Orleans 79 
-Kansas City at Utah 110 
-Colorado at Utah 79 
-Utah at San Jose 143 
-Chicago at Utah 88 
-Utah at Grand Rapids 97 
 
Longest reception: Mar. 15, 2008 45 yd reception in 3Q vs. Orlando* 
  -This is his longest AFL career reception 
 
Touchdowns: 19 (Tied for Career Season best) 
-Arizona at Utah, Germaine 8 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
-Utah at Cleveland, Germaine 14 yd pass to Boone (1Q) 
-Utah at Cleveland, Germaine 26 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
-Utah at Orlando, Germaine 45 yd pass to Boone (3Q) 
-Utah at Orlando, Germaine 5 yd pass to Boone (4Q) 
-Columbus at Utah, Germaine 7 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
-Georgia at Utah, Germaine 9 yd pass to Boone (1Q) 
-Georgia at Utah, Germaine 11 yd pass to Boone (4Q) 
-Utah at Philadelphia, Germaine 20 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
-Utah at Los Angeles, Germaine 10 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
-Utah at Los Angeles, Germaine 8 yd pass to Boone (4Q) 
-San Jose at Utah, Germaine 8 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
-Utah at New Orleans, Germaine 37 yd pass to Boone (3Q) 
-Utah at New Orleans, Germaine 26 yd pass to Boone (4Q) 



-Kansas City at Utah, Germaine 29 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
-Colorado at Utah, Germaine 9 yd pass to Boone (4Q) 
-Utah at San Jose, Germaine 26 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
-Chicago at Utah, Germaine 9 yd pass to Boone (1Q) 
-Chicago at Utah, Germaine 15 yd pass to Boone (2Q) 
 
First downs: 47 
-Arizona at Utah 1 
-Utah at Cleveland 2 
-Utah at Orlando 5 
-Columbus at Utah 2 
-Georgia at Utah 10* (AFL Career High) 
-Utah at Philadelphia 2 
-Utah at Los Angeles 3 
-San Jose at Utah 2 
-Utah at New Orleans 1 
-Kansas City at Utah 3 
-Colorado at Utah 2 
-Utah at San Jose 6 
-Chicago at Utah 3 
-Utah at Grand Rapids 5 
 
Tackles: 2 
 
AirBoone’s AFL Career Stats thru June 1, 2008 
 
Passes caught:  221 
Total Yards: 2516 
Longest Reception: 45 yards 
Receiving Touchdowns: 46 
Rushes: 1 
Rushing Yds.: 4 
Kick returns: 5 
Kick Return Yds: 61 
Kick Return TDs: 1 ( 9 yds in 2007) 
Tackles: 9 
 
Following is the 2008 Utah Blaze Schedule.  Note that the June 9 game will be 
televised nationally on ESPN. 
 
Date Visitor Home Time TV Radio 
3/1 Arizona Rattlers - 63  Utah Blaze - 62    Blaze 0-1 
3/9 Utah Blaze - 63 Cleveland Gladiators - 66    Blaze 0-2 



3/14 Utah Blaze - 61 Orlando Predators - 69    Blaze 0-3 
3/21 Columbus Destroyers - 52  Utah Blaze - 49   Blaze 0-4 
3/29 Georgia Force -70  Utah Blaze - 49   Blaze 0-5 
4/5 Utah Blaze - 56 Philadelphia Soul - 64   Blaze 0-6 
4/12 Utah Blaze -62 Los Angeles Avengers - 79    Blaze 0-7 
4/18 San Jose SaberCats - 61  Utah Blaze - 40   Blaze 0-8 
4/25 Utah Blaze - 56 New Orleans VooDoo -70    Blaze 0-9 
5/3 Kansas City Brigade - 50  Utah Blaze - 67   Blaze 1-9 
5/10 Colorado Crush - 36  Utah Blaze - 71   Blaze 2-9 
5/17 Utah Blaze - 64 San Jose SaberCats - 74    Blaze 2-10 
5/24 Chicago Rush - 48  Utah Blaze -51   Blaze 3-10 
6/1 Utah Blaze - 63 Grand Rapids Rampage -56   Blaze 4-10 
6/9 Los Angeles Avengers  Utah Blaze 8:00 ESPN 1320 KFAN

WEEK 16 BYE 
6/21 Utah Blaze Arizona Rattlers  8:00 TBA 1320 KFAN
**All times Mountain Standard Time 
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